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ABSTRACT  

  

John "Jack" Merchant (1927-2004) was raised in Providence, R.I. area. He attended Brown University 

where he graduated summa cum laude and later earned a masters in geology from the University of 

Michigan. Merchant moved to Eagle County in 1954 to work as head geologist for New Jersey Zinc 

Company at Gilman. He eventually became the mine superintendent, a position he held until the mine 

closed in 1985. He also served a couple of terms on the Eagle Town Board in the 1970s. His collection 

details letters, notes, and reports sent to New Jersey Zinc Company, the Environment Protection Agency, 

and Colorado Department of Health in the events that occurred during this time period; the actions taken 

to curb environmental violations and waste; labratory and field testing reports of minerals and water at the 

site. Merchant was deposed in 1995 regarding the actions taken at the mine prior to spill and leakage. 

Exhibits and deposition transcriptions from these legal cases are included in the collection.  

 

Mining activity began in the area as early as the 1880s in Minturn and Leadville for gold and silver. The 

site eventually became a large zinc mining operation, leaving high levels of arsenic, cadmium, copper, 

lead, and zinc in the soil, ground water, and surface water. Copper-silver production was continued until 

the mine workings were allowed to flood, leading to the closure of the mine in 1984. The Eagle Mine, 

located about a mile southeast of Minturn, Colorado, is now an EPA Superfund Site and Gilman, 

Colorado, stands as one of the many mining ghost towns scattered throughout the Colorado high country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John Merchant Papers – Guide & List – 2 
 

Received 2011 1060006099521 A3:1 

 

 

SCOPE & CONTENT 

This collection contains various letters, notes, reports, and laboratory test results through correspondence 

between John Merchant, New Jersey Zinc Company, Colorado State Department of Health, and 

eventually, various law enforcement agencies once the mine had closed in 1984 regarding the 

environmental damage to the area.  

Merchant was deposed in 1995 regarding the actions taken at the mine prior to spill and leakage. Exhibits 

and deposition transcriptions from these legal cases are included.  

 

BOX     FD      

1 1 Correspondence – 1983 
 2 Correspondence – 1984 
 3 Correspondence - 1985 
 4 Eagle Mine (Gilman, Colorado) – General information, history, and lab testing 

  sheet. 

 

  Booklets:  

  Transcript – Merchant Deposition: February 21, 1986 (requested copy) 

  Transcript – Merchant Deposition: December 5, 1985 (requested copy)  

 

 

 


